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- for immediate release -

WORLD PEACE SUMMIT HAS STARTED IN ZAGREB

The first Peace Summit in independent Croatia, “Sri Swami Madhavananda World Peace Summit and the Message of Mahatma Gandhi” has begun with the ceremony of lightening up the peace-candles, done by the representatives of many religions. In the prayer for peace H.H. Sri Paramhans Swami Maheshwarananda was joined by the representative of the Zagreb mayor, Muslim leader, the Imam of Zagreb Mirza Efendija Mešić, representative of the Dalai Lama H.H. Lama Shenpen Ripoche, Tao-master Liang-Meng Lin, theologist Mr. Augustin Bašić and H.H. Sacinandana Swami. 

“Peace is one of the most beautiful words in the world, but there are only few of those who testify with their own life striving for world peace. I believe that this Summit will contribute to the strengthening of the understanding of peace, especially to us in politics.” – said the representative of the Zagreb mayor, Ljiljana Kuhta Jelicic, during the opening ceremony. Before the working part of the summit, deputies had read letters of support of Croatian President Mr. Stjepan Mesic, Slovenian President Mr. Janez Drnovsek, the vice-president of India, Mr. Bhairon Singh Shekwat and Premier of South Australia, Mr. Mike Rann. Monsignor David Cappo, the Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Adelaide addressed the Summit through the video message. 
The first speaker was the initiator and honourable guest of the Summit, H.H. Sri Paramhans Swami Maheshwarananda, author of system “Yoga in Daily Life”, with Croatian Union of Yoga In Daily Life as the Summit’s organisers. His Holiness invited all participants for one minute of silent prayer for all victims of earthquake that had stroke India and Pakistan the previous day.

“There has never been so many catastrophes following one another. Why? Definitively people are the guilty ones. Millions of people lost their lives after Second World War, which means that the wars have never stopped. This is all because of human greed; it is the cause of destruction of our planet. All these problems can be solved only through education, but not as it is today. We have to learn how to live in balance with nature, in the way our ancestors have lived. With us here today are much respected scientists and speakers that will speak about the world peace, environment protection, human rights and tolerance. I hope that this summit will shine through your country like the sun.” – stressed in his speech Swamiji. He recalled the two great Indian personalities whose wisdom and message of peace have permanently inspired the whole world –Swamiji’s spiritual Master, His Holiness Sri Swami Madhavananda and Mahatma Gandhi. 
35 speakers from all over Europe, USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and India will speak today about the topic of multireligion and multiculture for the peace and sustainable development, education, environment and water protection, ecology and sustainable development.
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